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DOD PLEASE PASS TO VON MARBOD, PDASD (C) AND ASD (PA) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, VS, CB 

SUBJECT: PRESS SPECULATION ON EMERGENCY MUNITION SHIPMENTS TO 
VIET NAM. 

1. EMBASSY SAIGON HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS INQUIRIES REGARDING UPI 
BANGKOK DATELINE STORY OF JANUARY 9, TEXT OP WHICH FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE: BANGKOK- JANUARY 9-UPI-THE UNITED 
STATES IS REDUCING ITS STOCKPILE OP AMMUNITION IN THAILAND 
AND AT LEAST SOME OP THE AMMUNITION IS BEING SHIPPED TO 
SOUTH VIET-NAM, WHERE THE WAR HAS INTENSIFIED, A U.S. 

MILITARY SPOKESMAN SAID THURSDAY. 

"WE DO NOT ROUTINELY SEND SHIPMENTS TO SOUTH VIET-NAM, 

BUT THERE IS SOME SHIPPING GOING ON NOW," THE SPOKESMAN 
SAID IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY PROM UPI. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAIGON 00341 100614Z 

"THERE HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE SOME SHIPMENTS TO SOUTH 
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VIET-NAM THAT ARE THE RESULT OE A REDISTRIBUTION OE OUR 
AMMUNITION RESERVES THROUGHOUT THE PACIEIC AREA," THE 
SPOKESMAN SAID. 

THE SPOKESMAN SAID HE BELIEVED THE SHIPMENTS TO SOUTH 
VIET-NAM CONSISTED OE BOMBS, MINES AND AMMUNITION EOR 
M-16 SMALL ARMS AND ARTILLERY, BUT HE COULD NOT GIVE SPECIEIC 
DETAILS ON THE ACTUAL SHIPMENTS. 

THE SPOKESMAN WOULD NOT DESCRIBE THE SCALE OE THE RE- 
DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM, SAYING THAT THE SIZE OE THE AMMUNITION 
STOCKPILES IN THAILAND ARE CLASSIEIED. IT IS KNOWN, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE UNITED STATES KEEPS A SIGNIFICANTLY LARGE AMOUNT OE 
WAR MATERIEL IN THAILAND. 

EOR EXAMPLE, REPORTERS VISITING UTAPAO AIR BASE, ABOUT 
100 MILES SOUTH OE HERE SIX MONTHS AGO, WERE TOLD THAT BOMB 
STOCKPILES AT UTAPAO ALONE TOTAL 100,000 BOMBS CONTAINING 
50 MILLION POUNDS OP EXPLOSIVES. 

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE ORDER TO REDISTRIBUTE AMMUNITION 
IN THAILAND WAS GIVEN BECAUSE AMMO DEPOTS HERE WERE 
DESIGNED EOR THE 1965 LEVEL OP ACTIVITY. HE SAID THE 
DECISION WAS NOT TIED TO THE INTENSIFIED PIGHTING IN 
SOUTH VIET-NAM AND THAT THE DECISION WAS TAKEN IN 
RECENT MONTHS. END QUOTE. 

2. WE HAVE RESPONDED TO QUERIES WHETHER THEY ARE EMERGENCY 
SHIPMENTS FROM THAILAND BASED STOCKS TO VIET-NAM SAYING THAT 
THE STORY IS INACCURATE INSOFAR AS IT IMPLIES ANY EMERGENCY 
SHIPMENTS FROM THAILAND TO SOUTH VIET-NAM EOR USE OF GVN 
ARMED FORCES. WE HAVE OBSERVED THAT STORY MAY WELL REPER TO 
ROUTINE SUPPLY EOR CAMBODIA, A LARGE PART OP WHICH, AS IT IS 
WELL KNOWN, IS SHIPPED TO PHNOM PENH VIA THE MEKONG RIVER. 

3. IT WOULD BE HOPED THAT ALL "U.S. MILITARY SPOKESMEN" IN THIS 
AREA BE CAUTIONED ON THE RELEASE OR CONFIRMATION OF SPECULATIVE 
INQUIRIES WHICH CAN BE MISCONSTRUED AND THEREBY PREJUDICE 
CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION OP WHATEVER ACTION THE ADMINISTRATION 
MAY BE CONTEMPLATING FOR SUPPLEMENTAL ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA. 
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THERE IS OBVIOUSLY A GREAT PREMIUM AT THE MOMENT FOR A TOTALLY 
COORDINATED PUBLIC APFAIRS APPROACH AND WE BELIEVE SUCH STATE- 
MENTS AND INTERPRETATIONS WILL BEST BE LEPT TO SUCH COORDINATION 
BETWEEN DEPENSE, STATE, AND WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMEN IN WASHINGTON. 
MARTIN 
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